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SEX WORK IN CONTEMPORARY RUSSIA: A CULTURAL PERSPECTIVE

By Emily Schuckman Matthews

“In Sex Work in Contemporary Russia: A Cultural Perspective,
Emily Schuckman Matthews brings new life to a familiar
topic, moving with ease from classic literary texts to
contemporary reality television, while never forgetting
about the lived experience of actual Russian women.
Schuckman Matthews is not content merely to analyze the
‘prostitute’ as a moral or cultural symbol for men, or, for
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that matter, as a site of feminist empowerment. She
SEX WORKCIN effortlessly negotiates the ethical and political complexities
CONTEMPORARY RUSSIA of her subject, but always with an eye towards what it can

tell us about sexuality, gender, and culture in Russia.”

P ol Perspe il — Eliot Borenstein, New York University

ABOUT THIS BOOK

Sexc Work in Russia weaves together a wide range of materials to examine the figure of the female sex worker in Russia from the
carly twentieth century to the present day. This book offers readers both an expansive and nuanced discussion of the
significance of this archetypal female who appears with remarkable frequency in literature, film, and other cultural productions.
Emily Schuckman Matthews explores the ways in which the fictional sex worker (and her real-life counterpart) has become a
symbolic representative of social and moral instability, economic volatility, political, social, and ideological revolutions, and
changing concepts of gender, sexuality, and the nation itself. Focus is given to the movement of the female sex worker from
marginal foil to a hero in her own right, even finding a voice of her own in recent years. Works featuring this alluring and
complex figure reveal critical insights into the changing position of women and other marginalized people in a volatile Russia.
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