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In 1985, Black German men and women united and created a
diasporic movement that connected people from across the

nation. But Black women were key figures in the movement who
helped to determine its cultural, political, and intellectual contours.

Specifically, Dr. Florvil examines May Ayim and Ricky Reiser as
examples of what she has coined “quotidian intellectuals,”

intellectuals who stress the everyday in form and content. These
two women, she argues, decolonized German knowledge in ways

that made the Black diaspora and Black Germanness legible.
Through their intellectual work, these Black German women also

made significant epistemic interventions that allowed them to
write themselves into German and diasporic history. 

 
Tiffany N. Florvil is an Associate Professor of 20th-century European
Women’s and Gender History at the University of New Mexico. She

specializes in the histories of post-1945 Europe, the African diaspora, Black
internationalism, as well as gender and sexuality. Her award-winning
manuscript, Mobilizing Black Germany: Afro-German Women and the

Making of a Transnational Movement (University of Illinois Press 2020),
offers the first full-length study of the history of the Black German

movement of the 1980s to the 2000s.
 

If you are unable to attend in-person and would like to join virtually, please register here:
https://SDSU.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0ucuGhqjMjEtXlDzxNh4YanfB0Fswc01ri
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